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Daniel Foster Represents Delaware in National Finals of Poetry Out Loud 

“…You are white—yet a part of me, as I am a part of you. That’s American…”  A line from “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes, recited by Daniel Foster

(Wilmington, Delaware—March 15, 2007)— Competing among thirteen students from schools throughout Delaware, Daniel Foster became the winner of the state Poetry Out Loud contest held at the Schwartz Center for the Arts on March 13. His “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes, and “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?” by William Shakespeare, propelled him to first place. The second place winner was Turquoise Olezene from Polytech High School, and the third place winner was Andrew Tenga from Mount Sophia Academy. 
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For his winning presentation, Daniel Foster receives $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington to compete for the national championship. Delmar High School receives a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books. The Poetry Foundation will be awarding up to $50,000 in scholarships and school stipends at the National Finals, with at least a $20,000 college scholarship for the Poetry Out Loud National Champion.
The following high schools were represented in the state competition:  

Cab Calloway School for the Arts, Wilmington
Campus Community High School, Dover
Charter School of Wilmington, Wilmington
Concord High School, Wilmington
Dover High School, Dover
Delmar High School, Delmar
Mt. Sophia Academy, Newark
Padua Academy, Wilmington
Polytech High School, Woodside
Smyrna High School, Smyrna
Sussex Central High School, Georgetown
William Penn High School, New Castle
Woodbridge High School, Bridgeville
Created by the National Endowment for the Arts and The Poetry Foundation, in cooperation with the fifty state arts agencies, this program encourages high school students to memorize and perform great poems. The Delaware Division of the Arts coordinates the program at the state level. Poetry Out Loud invites the dynamic aspects of slam poetry, spoken word, and theater into the English class. This exciting new program helps students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about their literary heritage.

About the Poetry Foundation

The Poetry Foundation, publisher of Poetry magazine, is committed to a vigorous presence for poetry in our culture. One of the largest literary organizations in the world, it exists to discover and celebrate the best poetry and to place it before the largest possible audience. 
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The Poetry Foundation seeks to be a leader in shaping a receptive climate for poetry by developing new audiences, creating new avenues for delivery, and encouraging new kinds of poetry through innovative literary prizes and programs. In addition to launching a major new poetry Web site, the Poetry Foundation recently conducted the first-ever study designed to find out where poetry stands in American culture. For more information, please visit Poetryfoundation.org.

About the National Endowment for the Arts 

The National Endowment for the Arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts—both new and established—bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership in arts education. 
Established by Congress in 1965 as an independent agency of the federal government, the Endowment is the nation’s largest annual funder of the arts, bringing great art to all 50 states, including rural areas, inner cities, and military bases.

About the Delaware Division of the Arts

The Delaware Division of the Arts (DDOA), a branch of the Delaware Department of State, is dedicated to promoting and developing the arts throughout the state. Together with its advisory body, the Delaware State Arts Council (DSAC), the Division administers grants and programs that support arts programming, educate the public, increase awareness of the arts, and integrate the arts into all facets of Delaware life.
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Daniel Foster reciting “Theme for English B”
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